
PIRLS – Progress in International Reading Literacy Study
The global standard for measuring reading achievement

PIRLS, the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study, is one of the core studies for 
the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA). 
Directed by the TIMSS and PIRLS International Study Center at Boston College 
and conducted every five years since 2001, PIRLS is recognized as the global 
standard for assessing trends in reading achievement at the fourth grade.

PIRLS provides internationally comparative data on how well children 
read and offers policy-relevant information for improving learning and 
teaching. The study is administered at a key transition stage in children’s 
reading development: the change from learning to read to reading to 
learn. Assessing reading achievement at this crucial stage provides 
educators and policymakers with key insights into the effectiveness of 
their education system and helps to identify areas for improvement. 








