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Overview

ÅU.S. Context
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ÅTimeline
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Context: Role of the National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES)

ÅNCES is independent statistical agency of the U.S. 

Department of Education

ÅConduct TIMSS and other international studies in 

United States 

ÅConduct U.S. National Assessment of Educational 

Progress (NAEP)

ÅReport descriptive results



Context: 2015 a Big Year for Student 
Performance Data
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NAEP 

TIMSS and TIMSS 
Advanced

PISA

Grades 4, 8, and 12

ÅMathematics

ÅScience

ÅReading 



Context: Reporting Results from 2015 
Assessments
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NAEP 2015 Mathematics Results
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Audiences for TIMSS Release

ÅInternal

o Senior Department officials, federal 

policymakers

ÅExternal

o Media, state policymakers, researchers and 

other stakeholders
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NCESõs Primary Goals for TIMSS Release

ÅReport TIMSS and TIMSS Advanced from U.S. 

perspective

ÅHow U.S. students compare with peers around 

the world

ÅPerformance over time

ÅAverage scores, percentiles, international 

benchmarks
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NCESõs Primary Goals for Release

ÅGenerate accurate media coverage of U.S. results
ÅBeyond the rankings

ÅBeyond average scores
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Main òstoriesó

Å20 years of trends in mathematics 

and science

ÅTIMSS Advanced 
Å First time since 1995

ÅNo other source for data on 

advanced mathematics and science 

students
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Release Materials

ÅHighlights report
Å plus extensive set of tables and 

figures on NCES website

ÅTraditional materials
ÅPress release

ÅNCES Commissionerõs 

Statement

Å Frequently Asked Questions 

(FAQs), including information on 

TIMSS, NAEP, and PISA 
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Release Materials

ÅSocial media ðTweets, Facebook posts

ÅòShare-ableó content for social channels
ÅExecutive summary video

Å Infocards


