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• How have results been presented?
 Almost all countries publish national report, organize press conferences and 

workshops with experts and stakeholders

• What were your main target groups?
 Media / Parents / Public / Stakeholders / School Principals and teachers / Policy 

makers / Researchers

• What impact have the results had?
 Not completely satisfying. But, there is a related crucial question “What is the best 

impact?”
 Good perspective for school improvement including theoretical framework and 

meaningful items. But, there is not sufficient support for schools and teachers 
considering how to improve. 

 Focus on the ranking too much.
 Bring about misunderstanding that the survey assess the entire achievement and 

character of students. 

1. How would you summarize the TIMSS 2015 findings and 
how are the results being utilized in your country?  
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2. Could you briefly describe your communication 
strategies for disclosing the PIRLS 2016 and/or ICCS 2016 
results?

6

- Plan to publish General reports (due to the same day of international

launching)

- Plan to publish “Simplified reports” for specific targets:

Stakeholders

Parents

Teachers

Students
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• How are schools’ attitudes towards participation in IEA studies?
 All countries observe increasing difficulties to enroll school in IEA studies, but not for 

IEA studies in itself, but because the overlap of several researches. Recently, in Italy 
participation to international surveys is compulsory for school

• What seems to be inspiring for schools, and what are the main obstacles in 
order to achieve sufficient school participation?
 Schools are more interested if they can understand directly the meaning of data, 

connected with the everyday teaching.
 For school is very difficult to understand general data and sophisticated statistics

• Are there differences between studies and/or target groups?

1. What changes, if any, have you experienced in school 
participation and school involvement in the last 20 years?
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• What has been successful in your country to secure good school 
participation?
 Help for schools to connect survey framework with the curriculum
 Give examples and didactic reflections about released items
 Connect the international scale with the national assessment

• How can reporting and feedback from studies be made useful to schools?
 Materials (on paper and on the web) with the interpretation of main IEA studies 

results and the actual application to everyday life of schools

2. Securing a high assessment participation rate can be 
challenging. What are some of the most effective 
approaches to ensuring schools take part in IEA studies?
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• International assessment offer the results of the national, not 
the results of each sampled school. Therefore, we have to 
consider about how to utilize the International assessment 
results for each school level’s improvement.

• International assessment and National assessment are not 
assessing the whole achievement and character of the students. 
There are many other subjects in school curriculum and so many 
things to foster at home and schools, including attitude and 
social skills and so on. We should take care about that.

Related to the discussion themes, we exchanged 
experiences in each country as follows:
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