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PIRLS 2021

IEA’s PIRLS assesses
trends in reading
comprehension at
Grade 4 every five
years in countries
worldwide



PIRLS 2021
20 Years of Trend Data
• PIRLS 2021 is the fifth assessment

• 20 year trend line

• Literary and informational reading achievement

• Parents’ reports on home support for reading

• Contexts for learning to read

– School and classroom environments 

– Students’ home and school experiences

• PIRLS 2021 Encyclopedia 



PIRLS 2021
Available in Digital Format

All “e” environment

• PIRLS literary and informational reading on a 
digital device – previously on paper

• ePIRLS online informational reading

Can be administered together as one computer 
based assessment



eAssessment Is the Future of 
Assessment

Benefits

• ePIRLS 2016 online reading a good foundation 
for 2021

• Stimulate motivation through interactive and 
animated tasks

• Increase operational efficiency

– e-assessment systems for translation and 
verification, data entry, scoring 



PIRLS 2021 Also Available 

• paperPIRLS + ePIRLS online reading

– Literary and informational reading in paper format 
like previous assessments

– ePIRLS online informational reading via computer 
like in 2016

• paperPIRLS only

– Literary and informational reading in paper format 
like previous assessments



DigitalPIRLS Assessment:  
PIRLS Passage



digitalPIRLS Assessment:  
PIRLS Questions



DigitalPIRLS Assessment:
Highlighting Tool



digitalPIRLS Literacy Format:
Less Difficult Version



PIRLS 2021
Two Versions

• PIRLS and Less Difficult PIRLS (PIRLS Literacy)

• Both versions have some passages in the 
PIRLS format and the literacy format

• PIRLS has more passages in the PIRLS format

• Less Difficult PIRLS has more passages in 
literacy format

• Both reported on the PIRLS achievement scale



PIRLS 2021
Two Versions (cont.)

• Weaker readers like the literacy format more 
than the PIRLS format

• More motivated to persevere when assessment 
is more enjoyable

• Complete more items - results in better 
demonstration of their reading ability

• Can get discouraged when taking PIRLS



ePIRLS Online Reading 

• Assess Internet reading and research skills

– Required for many school projects

• Very successful debut in 2016

– Well liked by students

• Trends for countries that participated in 2016

• Available with paperPIRLS as well as digital 
PIRLS



Transitioning to All “e”

• paperPIRLS to digitalPIRLS

– Not planning an item equivalent pilot

– Field test newly developed items in digital mode

– Bridge sample (≈1500 students) in 2021 to link to 
PIRLS 2016

• ePIRLS in 2021

– Field test newly developed tasks (3)

– No bridge necessary



Progress to Date

• Presented brochure to promote participation 
(June 2017)

– 8th NRC meeting, Riga, Latvia

• Established PIRLS 2021 RDG (Reading 
Development Group) (Sept 2017)

• RDG currently reviewing PIRLS 2016 
assessment framework to recommend updates 
for 2021



Progress to Date 
(cont.)

• Arranging for NFER to help with development 
tasks

• RDG Working Group to begin work on updating 
assessment framework for 2021 (Oct 2017)

• 1st PIRLS 2021 NRC meeting scheduled for 
Hamburg (Feb 2018)

– Review draft PIRLS 2021 Assessment Framework

– Review potential reading passages

– Review PIRLS questionnaires for updating for 2021
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