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TIMSS 2019: OUR FIRST IEASTUDY WITH GDPR

• We  comple te d the  Fie ld  Tria l without pa re nts conse nt, be fore  the  ‘ne w’ rule s we re  in 
e ffe ct, but for the  ma in study the y we re . 

• Toge the r with the  le ga l de pa rtme nt a t the  unive rsity, we  re a lise d tha t in our ca se  the  
re a liza tion of GDPR in De nma rk me a nt: 

1) tha t we  would  ne e d signe d conse nts from pa re nts, for the  4th gra de  stude nts to 
pa rticipa te .

2) tha t country-spe cific a me ndme nts of the la w me a nt tha t just linking to the  Da ta  
Prote ction De cla ra tion, a s propose d from IEA, wa s not sufficie nt whe n pa re nts, te a che rs 
a nd school le a de rs a nswe r the  Ea rly Le a rning Surve y online . A che ck box a s se e n 
be low wa s ne e de d.
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COLLECTING SIGNED CONSENTS FROM PARENT  

We ll a  he a d of time , we  supplie d  pa rticipa ting 
schools with informa tion a nd ma te ria ls to colle ct 
the  signe d conse nts.

We  se nt re minde rs, a nd did  che ck-ups with 
school coordina tors to se cure  a s ma ny a s 
possible .

In a  fe w ca se s, the  ne e d for conse nts me a nt tha t 
cla sse s we re  not a ble  to pa rticipa te  in the  study 
(le ss tha n 50% pa rticipa tion ra te  within cla sse s).
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HOW DID IT GO?
Out of 5991 eligible students;

• 5140 pa rticipa te d = 85,8% (Including pa rticipa tion with spe cia l a ccommoda tion)

• 282 we re  a bse nt of the  da y of te sting = 4,8%

• 564 were excluded because of missing parental permission = 9,4%
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AN UNPLEASANT ENCOUNTER WITH GDPR
During our data -e ntry of the  stude nt que stionna ire s, one  of our punche rs notice d a  
ha ndwritte n me ssa ge  in the  cove r of a  que stionna ire . The  stude nt ha d writte n, tha t he / she  
wa s fre que ntly ha ving thoughts of suicide , a nd tha t we  (the  te sta dministra tors, e d .) should  
not te ll it to a nyone . 

A t  t h e  t i m e  w e  f o u n d  t h i s  m e s s a g e ,  i t  h a d  b e e n  w e e k s  s i n c e  t h e  d a y  o f  t e s t i n g .  W e  
conta cte d our le ga l de pa rtme nt right a wa y to a sk wha t our options to notify pa re nts would  
be . 

We found out that our only legal option was to contact the school, and get information on 
the  pa re nts from the m. 
The school decided not to give us this information. They would not be allowed to pass this 
informa tion to us, be ca use  informa tion a bout pa re nts wa s not me ntione d in the  d isclosure  
a gre e me nt be twe e n us a nd the m .
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PARTICIPATION WITHOUT CONSENT?
Interpretation of GDPR legislation is like a pendulum, now:
• Conse nt from pa re nts ma y if we  dra w the  ‘re se a rch ca rd’ only be  ne e de d for stude nts to 

pa rticipa te  in stude nt que stionna ire  if no school lists e tc. a re  ke e pt a nywhe re  
• Stude nts would  be  a llowe d to pa rticipa te  in the  ma th a nd scie nce  te st without conse nt.
• It ra ise s que stions: If the  study is comple te d without the  conte xt que stionna ire , the  study 

would  me re ly be  re le va nt for e stima ting pa rticipa ting countrie s me a n score s 
• I think tha t the  te st re sults, without the  ba ckground informa tion, ca n not be  use d for 

much.
• On the  positive  side : Asking a ll pa re nts, ma de  us inform a ll we ll, a nd we  ha ve  full 

support from the  pa rticipa ting pa re nts  a  form of outre a ch a ctivity
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