
IEA Compass Briefs

IEA 2022 General Assembly

Split, Croatia

David Rutkowski, PhD

Indiana University, USA



I can do things you cannot, 
you can do things I cannot; 
together we can do great things! 

-Mother Teresa

Doing great things together! 



I can really use your help! 



• ILSAs are large and complex studies

• ILSAs take time to conduct

• ILSAs have a long tradition of being thorough (which is not 
normally equated with brevity)

Getting information out there is challenging!



• People have short attention spans (not just policy makers)

• In many respects, policy makers are celebrated for making 
quick decisions and consuming information quickly

• Many policy makers are not experts in education (although 
most think they are)

People are busy…



Compass Briefs Are One Way To Share Information



• Short works that address issues of interest to a 
broad range of educational stakeholders.

• Each publication connects study findings to 
recurrent and emerging questions in education 
policy debates at the international and national 
levels. 

• The briefs cover a range of themes in relation to 
teaching and learning in school subjects 
addressed by the IEA studies. 

What are IEA Compass Briefs?



• Compass Briefs allows IEA to highlight some of its amazing work in a 
forum that a non-academic audience might read! 

• Compass Briefs allow leaders in the field to present important aspects 
about parts of their work that have made use of IEA data or are 
important to the IEA community. 

But why? 



• Academics
• Government officials
• Private consultants
• IEA researchers 
• NGO and IGO staff and leadership

Lots of cool people (some are even attending this meeting)

Who writes them? 



Process? 



Let’s talk about a selection of briefs from 2022! 



Sep 2022: A Booster for Digital Instruction



• Teachers’ use of technology increased significantly during the 
pandemic, showing that the COVID-19 outbreak has been a 
watershed moment for the use of ICT for instructional purposes.

• Education systems can support teachers’ use of ICT by ensuring they
have sufficient resources available in their schools and adequate
professional development activities focused on ICT use for teaching
and learning. 

• Education systems worldwide need robust evidence to better
understand what facilitates teachers’ use of ICT. 

Select Implications: Using ICILS Teacher Panel Data



April: Missing out on half of the world’s potential



• Fewer girls than boys who are top achievers in mathematics and science aspire to a 
career in the field. This means that precious talent is being lost in these fields. 

• Students’ self-assessment of their skills in mathematics and science differs between 
boys and girls, risking gender disparities in participation in mathematics and science 
fields. 

• Low-performing boys who want a career in mathematics could fail in their tertiary 
studies as their study choice may be poorly aligned with their mathematics’ 
capacities. 

Implications: Using TIMSS Data



• Bullying (with a focus on cyber bullying)

• Hunger (there are a lot of hungry students)

• Boys and reading (joint brief with UNICEF)

www.iea.nl/publications/series-journals/iea-compass-briefs-
education-series

There are more coming (here are a few)



• Select briefs last year have been 
translated into Arabic, Danish, 
Spanish, and French.

• Past briefs also include German, 
Japanese, Russian.

Translations help!



Metrics across Briefs 2021-22
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• Our goal is at least 4 per year
• I ALWAYS appreciate topic and author recommendations. 
• Please help get the word out:

− Policy makers
− Bureaucrats 
− IGOs and NGOs
− Academics

− Great for classes

Help! 



• Briefs are an easy way to get more information about ILSAs 
into hands of people that can use it! 

• With your help we can use briefs to reach a wider 
audience!

Everyone in this room knows a lot and together we 
can do a lot!

Look…



David Rutkowski
drutkows@iu.edu

Questions, Comments, Ideas

www.iea.nl/publications/series-journals/iea-compass-briefs-
education-series

Thanks


